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Biertan  (Birthalm) is at the western 
side of the Tarnava Mare region and a 
key visitor attraction. The town of 
Biertan is one of the oldest 
settlements in Transylvania. It was first 
mentioned in 1283. It has an 
impressive heavily fortified church in 
the centre of the village. This is one of 
the Fortified Churches of Transylvania 
on the UNESCO World Heritage list. 
For three hundred years, since the 
election of priest Lucas Ungerus as 
head of the evangelist community in 
Transylvania, on the 6th of May 1572, Biertan was the seat of the Lutheren bishops. 
Their fine gravestones can be seen inside the Bishops Tower. 
 
The church was built between 1486 and 1524 on the premises of an older church. It 
has three equally high naves and is the last one of this kind to be built in 
Transylvania. It is built in late gothic style with Renaissance elements and was rather 
limited in its design by the configuration of the ground it was built on. The curtain 
walls have a series of towers and bastions, and the approach to the Church has four 
gate houses and a covered staircase similar to the one in Sighisoara.  The Sacristy 
Door, the door of the vestry built in 1515,is remarkable for its locking system. The 
extraordinary system has no fewer than nineteen locks. The church also has room 
where couples wanting to divorce were supposedly shut up together for 2 weeks!  
 
Biertan hosts one of the most important Sachsentreffen or Saxon meetings each year 
in September. Many Saxons who moved to the west return annually for this 
gathering, which usually includes a dance celebration in the main square. 
 
Biertan has several good guesthouses and a recently renovated medieval restaurant 
right next to the church. 
 
You can reach Biertan by road, turning off DN14 at Saros pe Tarnave. By train, you 
will need to get off at Medias and catch one of the several local buses each day. 
 
 
 
 
  

 


