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Copsa Mare  (Grosskopisch) is a quiet 
village cupped in orchards a few 
kilometres from Biertan. One of the most 
untouched villages in Tarnava Mare, it has 
a beautiful fortified church on the western 
slope above the village. Typically the 
church evolved over the years as a result 
of the political and economic changes in 
Transylvania. One example of such an 
economic change is the 15th century award to Copsa Mare for the right to hold 
weekly fairs and a special one on St. Bartholomew's day. 
 
Because of this, the people of Copsa Mare wanted 
to have a church as beautiful as the one in the 
neighbouring town of Biertan, which enjoyed similar 
economic privileges. Certain details and 
construction techniques seem to indicate that some 
of the men who worked on the Biertan building site, 
also worked at Cop� a Mare. The earlier Gothica 
basilica was transformed and massive fortified 
buttresses added to the choir. The vault is 
decorated with star shaped ribs. Gothic and 
Renaissance details are preserved in the windows. 
 
A visit to the church is best followed by a stroll 
round the village to soak up rural life. Copsa Mare 
is also on the Tarnava Mare long distance walking 
route network.  
 
Copsa Mare is reached from the main road You can reach Cop� a Mare from the 
national road DN14 (Media�  - Sighi� oara) in two different ways: through the village of 
Valchid on an unpaved, but good road (10 km) or through the villages of � aro�  and 
Biertan on a paved, but a little bit longer road by turning left as you enter Biertan and 
following the road for 3km. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 


