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Malancrav (Malmkrog) is very well preserved due 
to its isolated location, set 13 kilometres down a 
wooded valley in the heart of Tarnava Mare. 
Malancrav has the highest proportion of remaining 
Saxons in any village in Transylvania from the 
original population of 900 before the general 
exodus, around 170 remain.  
 
The Lutheran church set on the hillside above the 
village was built in the 14th century and has rare 
15th century frescoes. The most outstanding of 
these on the north wall depict the Genesis and the 
Life of Crist.  It also houses the oldest entire 
altarpiece (1520) still in original location in 
Transylvania.  
 
Close to the church is  the Hungarian Apafi family 
Manor House The house has recently undergone 
extensive restoration work to bring it back to its 
former condition. Adjacent to the Manor is an 
ancient orchard - now organic – producing 
traditional apple juice.  
 
Malancrav is a stronghold of textiles with 2 local 
weavers who are willing to share their skills with 
visitors and to give you an opportunity to buy traditional crafts. As well as the 
products on offer when you visit – do not miss the opportunity to commission a rug or 
beautiful set of curtains to have sent back home. Visits can be arranged through the 
Saschiz Tourist Information Centre. A class to teach the crafts to young people has 
proved hugely successful with a waiting list of local girls wanting to learn the skills.  
 
There are several guesthouses available in the village and three small shops selling 
basic food. Malancrav is a key stopping off point in the Tarnava Mare Walking Route 
network 
 
Malancrav is reached by turning off the DN14 at Laslea and following the newly 
surfaced road for 13km 
 
 
 
  

 

 


