Mesendorf -(Meschendorf)
was first mentioned in
historical document in
1289. In 1469 the village
was destroyed in a fire and
again in 1641, 1755 and
1804. Despite this it retains
its original layout.

The fortified church was
first built in the 14th century
and was a very simple
early Gothic building. A
high sandstone wall, a
defence corridor and two : : :
three-storied defence towers as well as a steep pyramidal roof were built in 1495.
Restoration works were begun in 1701, and in 1888 parts of the circular outside wall
and of the inside wall tower were taken down.

The triptych altar has two mobile and two fixed wings, made after the model of an old
altar. The altar panels represent biblical scenes. In 1923 Hans Hermann renovated
the altar and painted four new images representing four apostles. The 1765 organ
was replaced by a new one in the 1920’s

The view from the church tower in Mesendorf is one of the highlights of a visit to
Tarnava Mare. It gives a very clear understanding of the layout of the Saxon villages
and stunning views of the surrounding countryside.

Close by the church is the traditional Saxon dancing circle under the shade of
maghnificent old trees.

Mesendorf is on the Tarnava Mare Long Distance walking route and can also be
reached by horse and cart from Viscri or Crit.

Saschiz Tourist Information Centre can pre book a visit a local small producer to see
traditional breadmaking. This makes a perfect excursion - whilst the bread is in the
oven, take a stroll up to the church with your guide and then enjoy a wonderful home
cooked courtyard lunch, sampling local products such as cheese and the Saxon
Village Preserves.

Mesendorf is reached by turning off the main road into Crit and the following the
newly tarmaced road for 4 km south west.
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