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Saschiz  (Keisd) is dominated by the magnificent 
defensive bell tower which is almost identical to 
the clock tower in Sighisoara. Todays’s church, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, was built between 
1493 and 1525. The presence of the fortified 
citadel meant that this fortified church was built 
later than most.  
 
Inside the church is an Austrian Baroque style 
altar from 1735. The Organ is also Baroque style 
and is one of the ten largest and  most important 
such organs in Transylvania. The church is 
undergoing a major restoration project. At one time Saschiz was the regional 
seat of the Catholic Church and vied with Sighisoara for political superiority. 
 
The walls of the Tower are 3m thick. It was built in 1677 as a defensive tower 
and later extended to house the bell. After many fires the roof was fully 
restored in 1830. In the northwest upper level stands the wooden statue of 
‘Bogdan’ who used to beat his drum every 15 minutes in unison to the chiming 
of the clock. 
 
On the hill above Saschiz is the Peasant Citadel. This was built by the Saxons 
probably on the site of a former Roman fort which guarded the road between 
Rupea and Sighisoara. The citadel was intact and used by the community 
until after the Second World War when it was dismantled for building 
materials. 
 
The fortifications consist of 6 towers linked by a Perimeter wall. Within the 
Citadel there were two fishponds and a 60m deep well, from which it is said 
that an underground tunnel led out of the Citadel. This would enable the 
communities that took refuge in it to withstand quite a long time. 
 
The citadel can be reached by following the marked path from the Tourist 
Information Centre. It provides an ideal spot for a picnic and an excellent 
photographer’s vantage point. 
 
Saschiz is one  of the three UNESCO World Heritage sites linked by the 
Tarnava Mare Long Distance Walking Route. Maps and information about the 
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route, including booking guides can be obtained from the Tourist Information 
Centre.  
 
The Saschiz Tourist Information Centre can also provide guided tours of the 
church, help you to book local accommodation and a range of guided cultural 
and food related activities to give you an intimate insight into the region 
including meet the bees, visits to local producers and crafts people, along with  
walking and horse and cart tours. The centre sells a range of guide books, 
maps and local produce including jams, honey, solar dried herbs and teas. 
 
The Fundatia ADEPT office is located below the church and is home to a 
community food barn where local small producers come together to make the 
famous Saxon Village Preserves (a Slow Food project). If you would like to 
find out more about this initiative ask in the Tourist Information Centre. 
 
Saschiz has a range of accommodation possibilities from small traditional 
guesthouses to bigger more modern ‘pensuine’ complete with business 
facilities. Hanul Cetate also provides good Romanian fare all day in a walled 
courtyard 
surrounded by a 
collection of rural 
artefacts. 
 
Saschiz is situated 
on the main E60 
from Brasov to 
Sighisoara.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 


