- TARNAVA MARE

Sighisoara (Schassburg) was built
by the Saxons during the 12" :
century on the remains of a former
Roman fortress. The beautiful and
well preserved Medieval town of
Sighisoara is a must for a visitor to
Tarnava Mare. The impressive
fortified citadel with its Clock
Tower and the aptly named Saxon
‘Church on the Hill' stands proudly
over the River Tarnava Mare. The
church is reached by a 17" century
covered stairway with 176 steps.

A defensive wall with towers and
14 bastions (each traditionally
occupied by a particular town
Guild) all most surrounds the old
city with its late gothic,
renaissance and Barouque public
buildings and houses, the market
place, monastery church and 60m
Clock Tower. The Clock Tower
houses an interesting museum and provides a spectacular vantage point for
photographers.

Sighisoara is known as the birth place of Vlad ‘the impaler’ Tepes — the inspiration for
Dracula. His birth place is now a cafe close to the Clock Tower. Busy with tourists in
the summer, Sighisoara is best enjoyed early in the morning or late in the evening
when it is at its most atmospheric.

There are several fine places to eat in the old citadel, including wonderful terrace
restaurants where you can sit back and watch the world go by. At several times in the
year, medieval festivals and craft markets are held in the old centre. Look at the
events page for more details.

The new town clustered around the citadel provides most of the services and shops
you will need — not just the recent modern chains but quirky little shops that haven’t
changed in the last 30 years. Close to the train station is the outdoor market — a
perfect place to stock up on fruits and other ingredients for a picnic. Near the main
gate is a small bakery selling delicious gogosa — sweet sugar covered doughnuts!
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There is a very wide choice of accommodation from hostels to luxury accommodation
within the old citadel. The Cultural Heritage Information Centre run by the Mioritics
close to the Clocktower, can provide you with information about not only Sighisoara
but also the opportunities to discover Tarnava Mare. (Cultural Heritage Info Centre

— Sighisoara +40788115511 sighisoara@dordeduca.ro)

Sighisoara is best reached by train — it is served by many different national and
international trains. For a visitor arriving from Western Europe by train or car it makes
the perfect gateway to Tarnava Mare.
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